The Modern Treatment of Tuberculosis
1920 and 1930. He concludes as a result of his investigation
that the results of treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis cases as
judged by survival after five years will be improved by approxi'
mately 4 per cent, and he regards it as a method of treatment of
vital importance to selected individual patients.
Sir Percival Hartley and Wingfield, have compared the ex/
pectation of life of patients during two periods of years, 1905-14,
and 1915-31, and observed little change in their after/history in the
two periods except that the group treated by induced pneumo/
thorax showed an improved expectation of life. Ford submits
figures which show the results as regards increased expectation of
life in twentjvfive patients in whom satisfactory collapse was kept
up for a period of two years or more. In 1938 the number of
patients alive and well with the year when treatment was conv
menced is as follows: 1924, one out of three; 1925, two out of
five; 1926, two out of three; 1927, three out of four; 1928, three,
the number treated; 1929, two out of three; and 1930, four, the
number treated. Total treated, twentjvfive; number alive and
well in 1938, seventeen.
The various operative measures adopted in the treatment of
pulmonary tuberculosis are well known, but a description of them
does not fall within the scope of this work. They include induced
pneumothorax, thoracoplasty, operations on the phrenic nerve,
plombage and the division of adhesions. Two direct beneficial
results must be attributed to the modern operative methods of
treating pulmonary tuberculosis. They increase the expectation
of life and they restrict the output of tubercle bacilli.
Conservative treatment has yielded the best results in the treaty
ment of certain forms of non^pulmonary tuberculosis. In cases
of tuberculosis of bones and joints, rest, immobilization and
postural treatment, supplemented by natural or artificial light,
have given excellent results, although treatment has usually to be
continued for a prolonged period* In certain cases operative
treatment is indicated, and in spinal tuberculosis bone grafting
has proved successful. In skin tuberculosis and in old^tanding
tuberculous lymphatic lesions, artificial light treatment has given
striking results.
The specific treatment of tuberculosis by vaccine or serum, or
by a combination of both, although it is the method which will
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